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The year of 2018 as come and gone and 2019 is before 
us. Over the last several months, I have specifically been 
in prayer concerning the vision / direction / plan for FBC 
Giddings this coming year. The Lord has made Himself 
very clear of His direction for this church; not only to me 
but also to the church ministry team. We have designated 
Sunday Morning Worship, January 13, 2019 as “VISION 
SUNDAY.” At that time, the ministry team and I will be 
presenting this vision to the church body—But there are 
two very important requirements needed from you…your 
prayers and your attendance. As Christians, our prayers 
and our commitments are necessary for the receiving of 
the blessings and success that the Lord has in store for 
His local Church (FBC Giddings). 
 
I recently read a post written by Sarah Piercy concerning 
church attendance. For the record, I still think being in 
church on Sundays matters. But whenever I say that or 
any church leader says that, it sounds like a serious      
conflict of interest. That's why I enjoyed Sarah's post. It 
comes from someone who doesn't sit in a senior leader-
ship position. She wrote a post called "What You Never 
Know You Miss By Skipping Sunday Morning" …why  
skipping Sunday mornings is, in the end, still a bad idea. 
 
“When I miss a Sunday service, I miss way more than I 
ever thought. From birthday parties to a sick baby, a     
variety of reasons had kept me from participating on     
Sunday mornings. I would watch online. And online is 
great to keep me connected when I can’t be there in     
person. Or to share with friends and neighbors who are 
curious about church but not ready to come. So easy! But 
– given the choice – attending on Sunday morning trumps 
all else. Every time. Why? 
When I skip Sunday morning…                                                                                                               
I MISS UNINTERRUPTED TIME TO LISTEN FOR GOD’S         
WISDOM                                                
 Sunday’s practical teaching translates into godly wisdom 
that I can apply daily life – it is so valuable.  Sure, you can 
hear great teaching in a variety of ways. But listening 
online is different than listening in the service. I don’t know 
about you, but when I listen at home I have a long to-do 
list. A child that loves attention. A phone that rings. Floors 
to sweep. Laundry to fold. Neighbors’ dogs barking. I    
almost never absorb the message in the same way as I do 
when physically present on Sunday. When I’m in the    
service, I have uninterrupted time. Time to focus on what 
God is teaching me and reflect on how He wants me to 
grow. My child is being cared for, my phone is on silent, 
and there are no chores waiting for me. I can focus. I can 
engage my heart and mind. Listening online is different 
than listening in the service. Online, you ’re often 
distracted.  
 
 I MISS THE VALUE OF WORSHIPING GOD THROUGH MUSIC 
WITH OTHERS                 
 This one is interesting. And might even be surprising to 
you. There’s something intangible that happens when we 
worship God – out loud – with hundreds of people who 
share faith in Jesus. Sundays are an irreplaceable        
opportunity to take a step back from the busy day-to-day 
and directly praise the God that loves me and is incredibly 

From the Pastor... worthy of my worship. Music roots my heart and mind in the 
truth of who God is. It remembers and celebrates powerful 
scripture. It leads me to humble myself before God’s       
majesty in a way that doesn’t always happen when music 
playing in the car or in the background while I do the      
dishes. Worshiping God through music on Sunday’s – with 
hundreds of people – grounds and fuels my faith. It inspires 
me to keep worshiping, keep believing, keep serving, keep 
loving. There ’s something intangible that happens 
when we worship God—out loud.  
       
I MISS THE POWER AND MOVEMENT OF THE CHURCH  
The Church has a mission and purpose, and every believer 
is part of it. We get to spread the amazing news that Jesus 
Christ loves you, died to forgive you, and he is alive,     
bringing new life to all who believe in him. What an         
incredible message to sit on.  
We can be a Christian and not actively participate in the 
local Church. Our salvation is not dependent on that. It’s 
dependent on Jesus. But there’s more at stake than that…  
Imagine this: Your life is a babbling brook. It twists and 
turns and bubbles and splashes. It’s beautiful. But has little 
strength. But, what happens when you cross paths with 
another brook. And another. And another?     
Something bigger starts to happen. Something one        
babbling brook can’t do on its own. Momentum happens. 
Then power happens. Then Niagara Falls happens! (Note: 
did you know Niagara Falls generates enough energy to 
power almost 4 million homes? No babbling brook does 
that.) 
In the same way, 100s (or 1000s) of people moving in the 
same God-given direction is POWERFUL, and it doesn’t 
happen when we are disengaged. Moving in the same 
God-given direction is POWERFUL. It doesn ’t     
happen when we are disengaged.  

When I miss Sunday mornings, I miss how God is moving 
our church community to action. When I miss the host’s 
welcome, connecting opportunities and the stories of God 
at work, I miss getting to be part of it because I don’t know 
how. I don’t want to miss being part of the power and   
movement of God’s Church. Plus, if I’m not there, then how 
can I bring anyone with me? So – I do everything I can to 
attend a Sunday morning service. Because when I miss a 
Sunday, I miss way more than I ever thought.                                                                                 

Will you make a commitment to Sunday mornings with me, 
too?” 
 
See You Sunday, 
 

Pastor Steve 
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 January 3   Linda Barnett 
January 4  Mike Buck 
January 9  Ethel Webber 
January 12  Betty Jo Hodge 
January 13  Leon Westfall 

January 14  Donnie Blasig 
January 17  Christi Pitts 
     Judy Spitzenberger 
January 23  Marty Lindner 
     

Thanks to everyone who helped with Operation 
Christmas Child. We were able to send about 
150 shoeboxes with the story of Jesus to     
children all over the world. 

 
 

Food Pantry 
Next Food Pantry  

Friday, January 11th 
 Saturday, January 12th 

 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers needed! 

FREE FRESH FOOD  
FOR FAMILIES 

& HOPE 
 

January 25th 
                           

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 

 
 

Wednesday Night Meals 

January 2 
Shepherd’s Pie, salad,  

bread, dessert 
January 9 

Hot dogs, chili dogs, Frito pie, 
chips, brownies 

January 16 
Spaghetti, salad,  

cookies, butter bread 
January 23 

Tacos, rice, beans, dessert 
January 30 

Pulled pork sandwiches/sliders, 

 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Retreat 
 
 

Join us for a Cozy Mountain Lodge getaway 
on Friday, February 1st, at 6:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, February 2nd, at 9:00 a.m. at Mary 
Ross’ South 40.  We will be studying Ruth 
and Naomi.  Registration is $20. Childcare 
will be provided. Bring some snack foods 
and a friend. See Sharon Buck, Sharon 
Rinn, or Beth Blair if you have any        
questions. 

“A New Year’s resolution is something that 
goes in one year and out the other.” 

—Unknown 
 

“What the new year brings to you will depend a 
great deal on what you bring to the new year.” 

—Vern McLellan 

   
 

  In 4 B.C., Roman emperor Julius Caesar first 
chose January 1 as the date of the new year. Six 
hundred years later, the Roman church proclaimed 
that the new year would henceforth be March 25, 
the date of the Feast of the Annunciation (when the 
angel spoke to Mary). 
  March 25 was the accepted New ear’s Day for 
almost 1,000 years. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII 
moved it back to January 1. 



 

Missionaries We Support 
Monthly 

Scott & Becky Placke - Go Drill 
 

Mission: Dignity 
 

Feed the Need 

 
 

First Baptist Church Deacons 
 
 

Jimmy Boriack - Chairman 
Kelly Reat  - Vice Chairman  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Retired Deacons at FBC 

John Booth 
Vance Bradford 
Ronnie Doggett 
Billy Gillum                           

Billy Higgins  
Jared Parks 
  
 

Herbert Michalk 
 

Bob Sharp 

 
 

Monthly Giving Needs: $20,800.00 
 
 
 
 

December Week 1 Giving: $3,822.00 
December Week 2 Giving: $3,098.00 
December Week 3 Giving: $2,948.00 

Wishes For The New Year 
 

Faith that increaseth, walking in light; 
Hope that aboundeth, happy and bright; 
Love that is perfect, casting out fear; 
These shall insure thee a happy New Year. 
 

Peace in the Savior, rest at his feet, 
Smile on his countenance, radiant and sweet. 
Joy in His presence, Christ ever near! 
This will insure thee a happy New Year. 

 

—Frances Ridley Havergal 


